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PROGRAMME 

of the International Seminar on the topic: 

"Platform Economy: 

Competition Law and Market Power of Digital Platforms" 

October 10–11, 2025, Tashkent 

 

Venue: Congress Hall of the Congress Center of the Ministry  
of Digital Technologies of the Republic of Uzbekistan  
(Tashkent, 4 Ibrokhim Muminov Street, IT-Park) 

Uzbekistan's actively developing economy presents significant 
potential for digital platforms, for which expansion into new markets 
means access to new user data in the absence of intense competition. 
Simultaneously, Uzbekistan is becoming a target for expansion from 
multiple directions: global monopolists, major regional market players from 
Russia and Asian countries, and local businesses. These developments 
necessitate a robust competition policy to ensure fair competition in the 
emerging digital market. 

The international seminar will focus on strengthening the flexibility of 
the two main areas of activity of the Competition Promotion and Сonsumer 
Protection Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the context of the 
evolving economic environment. 

Experts are invited to discuss the following topics: 

● market power of platforms and digital ecosystems, its indicators and 
assessment methods; 

● the concept of market in the digital economy, its relationship with 
platforms and ecosystems; 

● strategy and methods for competition monitoring of digital markets 
to identify abuses of market power and anticompetitive agreements 
by digital companies; 
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● monitoring and investigation of economic concentration transactions 
involving digital platforms, including “hybrid” forms of concentration 
such as joint ventures, investment agreements, and asset 
exchanges; 

● Choosing a regulatory model for digital markets: ex ante regulation 
or adaptive competition law; 

● Assessing the impact of Artificial Intelligence on competition in both 
goods and digital markets. 

Day 1 

08:45 – 09:00 – Welcome coffee and registration 

09:00 – 09:30 – Opening and Welcome Remarks 

Khalilillo Turakhujaev, Chairman, Competition Promotion and Consumer 
Protection Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Vyacheslav Pak, First Deputy Director, National Agency of Perspective 
Projects of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Olim Umarov, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Digital Technologies of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 

Cengiz Çolak, Vice-President, Turkish Competition Authority 

Alexey Koshel, Vice‑Rector, HSE University, Russian Federation 

09.30 – 11.30 Panel I: “Competition Law in Digital Markets: A Recap 
of Best Practices” 

Moderator: Farrukh Karabaev, Deputy Chairman, Competition Promotion 
and Consumer Protection Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Speakers: 

1. Shi Jianzhong, Deputy Head of the Expert Advisory Group of the 
Anti-Monopoly and Anti-Unfair Competition Commission of the State 
Council of China, Legal Adviser to the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology of China, Former Vice-Rector of the China 
University of Political Science and Law (CUPL), Director of Data 
Governance Research Institute of CUPL 

1. Irakli Lekvinadze, Chairman of the Georgian Competition and 
Consumer Agency 
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2. Andrey Tsyganov, Deputy Head of the Federal Antimonopoly 
Service of Russian Federation 

3. Eduardo Pontual Ribeiro, Professor of Economics, the Federal 
University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Former Commissioner at CADE 
(Competition Authority of Brazil)  

4. Betül Ayhan Demiralay, Competition Expert, Turkish Competition 
Authority 

5. Vikas Kathuria, Professor, BML Munjal School of Law, India  

6. Liu Jifeng, Professor, Deputy Director, Civil, Commercial and 
Economic Law School, China University of Political Science and 
Law, China  

7. Mikhail Voronin, Head of Antitrust Committee, Russian Corporate 
Counsil Association 

8. Julia Reimer, Analyst, Monopolies Commission, Germany (online) 

9. Shushan Sargsyan, Competition and Consumer Protection 
Commission, Republic of Armenia (Online) 

11:30 – 11:45 – Coffee Break 

11:45 – 13:45 Panel II “Emerging Influence of AI on Competition and 
Market Power in Digital Markets” 

Moderator: Alexey Ivanov, Director, BRICS Competition Law and Policy 
Centre, Professor, Faculty of Law, HSE University 

Speakers:  

1. Maxim Yermolovich, Minister for Competition and Anti-monopoly 
Regulation of the Eurasian Economic Commission 

2. Mahmoud A. Momtaz, Chairman, Competition Authority of Egypt 

3. Marat Omarov, Chairman of the Agency for Protection and 
Development of Competition of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

4. Ioannis Lianos, Professor of Law, University College London, UK 
(Former President of the Competition Commission of Greece) 

5. Wu Jiying, Deputy Head, Competition Assessment Department, 
State Administration for Market Regulation, China 

6. Akari Yamamoto, Legal Officer Competition and Consumer 
Protection Branch, UNCTAD  
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7. Jia Kai, Associate Professor, School of International and Public 
Affairs, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, China 

8. Svetlana Avdasheva, Professor of Economics, HSE University, 
Russian Federation 

9. Jiang Yuhao, Professor, Institute of Public Policy, South China 
University of Technology, China (online) 

13:45 – 14:00 Ceremony of Signing Memorandum of Understanding  

14:00 – 15:15 – Lunch  

15:15 – 16:45 Panel III: “Merger Control in Digital Markets – the Case 
of Ecosystem Mergers” 

Moderator:  

Otabek Nasirov, Chairman, Central Asian Fintech Association, 
Uzbekistan, Member of Public Expert Council of Competition Promotion 
and Consumer Protection Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Speakers: 

1. Husain Radjapov, Associate Professor, Tashkent State University 
of Law 

2. Jia Yang, Deputy Head, Mergers and Acquisitions Research 
Department, State Administration for Market Regulation, China 

3. Alexey Ivanov, Director, BRICS Competition Law and Policy Centre, 
Professor, Faculty of Law, HSE University 

4. Susan Ning, Partner, King & Wood Mallesons, China 

5. Ettore Maria Lombardi, Professor of Law, University of Florence, 
Italy 

6. Svetlana Golovanova, Professor of Economics, HSE University, 
Russian Federation 

7. Uğur Bilgehan Burhan, Competition Expert, Turkish Competition 
Authority 

16:45 – 17:15 Wrap Up and Closing Remarks 

18:30 – Dinner for Speakers and VIP Guests 

Day 2 

10:00 – 10:30 – Welcome Coffee 
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Capacity Building Training for Competition Promotion and 
Consumer Protection Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan: 
“Regulation of Digital Markets in Emerging Economies” 

10.30 – 10.40 – Opening, Farrukh Karabaev, Deputy Chairman, 
Competition Promotion and Consumer Protection Committee of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan 

10.40 – 11.00 – A recap of current investigation landscape in the 
digital economy  

Vikas Kathuria, Professor, BML Munjal School of Law 

Yuxi Chen, Researcher, BRICS Competition Law and Policy Centre 

11.00 – 11.45 – Expert discussion on the strategy of competition law 
enforcement in the global digital economy 

Ioannis Lianos, Professor of Law, University College London, UK (Former 
President of the Competition Commission of Greece) 

Mahmoud A. Momtaz, Chairman, Competition Authority of Egypt 

Alexey Ivanov, Director, BRICS Competition Law and Policy Centre, 
Professor, HSE University Faculty of Law  

11.45 – 12.00 – Coffee break 

12.00 – 13.00 – Case exercise 

13.00 – 13.15 – Final Q&As  

13.15 – 13.25 – Concluding Remarks  

Svetlana Avdasheva, Professor of Economics, HSE University, Russian 
Federation 

Eduardo Pontual Ribeiro, Professor of Economics, the Federal University 
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Former Commissioner at CADE (Competition 
Authority of Brazil) 

13:30 – 15:00 – Lunch 

15:00 – 18:00 – Tashkent Sightseeing Tour 


